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Membership Dues 

Robin Costa 
215.283.7176 
RobinC1209@gmail.com 

If you have not yet renewed or are able to consider 
an additional donation towards some building capital 
improvements i.e. First Floor Bathroom, plumbing, 
Clifton House maintenance, etc.  

Please send contributions c/o Treasurer. Thank   you 
for  your   continued  support of the Historical Society 
of Fort Washington which is a 501(c) (3) and your 
membership and/or any donations to the Society are 
tax deductible. ❖ 

The Clifton      House News 
The Historical Society of Fort Washington Newsletter 

473 South Bethlehem Pike Fort Washington, PA  19034          215.646.6065 
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THE CLIFTON 

HOUSE IS 

CLOSED UNTIL 

FURTHER 

NOTICE  

 

How Stenton was Saved During the Revolutionary War 

Remember My Name: Dinah's Story 

Historical Society of Fort Washington Presentation via Zoom 

Tuesday 18 May 2021; 7:30 pm 

 

“Remember My Name: Dinah’s Story,” 
written by Robert Branch and performed by 
Irma Gardner-Hammond and Marissa Kennedy,  
is a virtual performance that tells the story of 
Dinah, a once-enslaved woman who heroically 
saved Stenton in Germantown from burning by 
British Soldiers. Following the pre-recorded 
performance, join us for a Q & A with Stenton 
Curator, Laura Keim. For more information 
about Dinah, visit www.stenton.org/dinah. 

Please RSVP by May 17 to 
robinc1209@gmail.com  

for the presentation’s link.❖ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety
https://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety
http://www.fortwashingtonhistory.org/
http://www.fortwashingtonhistory.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety
mailto:robinc1209@gmail.com
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The History of Mother's Day 

in the US 

 

The real history of 
Mother’s Day in 
the United States 
might surprise you. 
Three women who 
championed 
efforts toward 
better health, 

welfare, peace, 
and love, 

contributed to the day we all celebrate on the 
second Sunday in May each year. The Mother’s 
Day holiday in the United States was not born out 
of a desire to simply treat mothers to a day off or 
to buy them gifts! It essentially began as a 
women’s movement to better the lives of other 
Americans. The creation of a national Mother’s 
Day is primarily attributed to three women: Ann 
Reeves Jarvis, Julia Ward Howe, and Ann’s 
daughter, Anna M. Jarvis. 

ANN REEVES JARVIS 
Known as “Mother Jarvis,” Ann Reeves Jarvis was 
a young Appalachian homemaker who taught 
Sunday school lessons. She also was a lifelong 
activist who, in the mid-1800s, had organized 
“Mothers’ Day Work Clubs” in West Virginia to 
combat unsanitary living conditions and teach 
young mothers how to safely care for their 
children. During the Civil War, Mother Jarvis had 
also organized women’s brigades, encouraging 
women to help without regard for which side 
their men had chosen. After the war, she 
proposed a Mothers’ Friendship Day to promote 
peace between former Union and Confederate 
families. “I hope and pray that someone, 
sometime, will found a memorial Mother’s Day 
commemorating her for the matchless service 
she renders to humanity in every field of life,” 
Ann Jarvis once said. “She is entitled to it.” 

JULIA WARD HOWE 
Julia Ward Howe was a famous poet and 
reformer. During the Civil War, she volunteered 
for the U.S. Sanitary Commission, helping them to 

Continued next column (purple) 

provide hygienic environments for hospitals and 
ensure sanitary conditions during the care of sick 
and wounded soldiers. In 1861, she authored the 
famous Civil War anthem, “The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic,” which was first published in February 
1862. 

Around 1870, Julia Ward Howe called for a 
“Mother’s Day for Peace” dedicated to the 
celebration of peace and the eradication of war. As 
expressed in what is called her “Mother’s Day 
Proclamation” from 1870. Howe felt that mothers 
should gather to prevent the cruelty of war and the 
waste of life since mothers of mankind alone bear 
and know the cost. 

Howe’s version of Mother’s Day was held in 
Boston and other locations for about 30 years, but 
died a quick death in the years preceding World 
War I. 

Nothing new happened in this department until 
1907, when a Miss Anna M. Jarvis, of Philadelphia, 
took up the banner. 

ANNA M. JARVIS 
After her mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis, died in 1905, 

Miss Anna Jarvis from Philadelphia wished to 
memorialize her life and started campaigning for a 
national day to honor all mothers. She bombarded 
public figures and various civic organizations with 
telegrams, letters, and in-person discussions. She 
addressed groups large and small. At her own 
expense, she wrote, printed, and distributed 
booklets extolling her idea. 

In May of 1907, Anna memorialized her mother’s 
lifelong activism with a memorial service held at the 
Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia, where 
Anna’s mother had taught. The following year, on 
May 10, a Mother’s Day service was held at that 
same church to acknowledge all mothers. Thus, was 
born the idea that the second Sunday in May be set 
aside to honor every mother, whether living or 
deceased. 

Her efforts came to the attention of the mayor of 
Philadelphia, who proclaimed a local Mother’s Day. 
From the local level she went on to Washington, 
D.C. The politicians there knew a good thing when 
they saw it and were quick to lend verbal support. 

While West Virginia was the first state to officially 
adopt the holiday, others followed suit.  

Continued next page (purple) 
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Gazebo Repair 
Buck Amey 

215.646.0858 
Buck0858@aol.com 

 

 

Mara Restoration, working with The Goldenberg 
Group, has completed the restoration of the gazebo at 
Mattison Estates, topping it off with the placement of 
the eagle that sits on top. The eagle (ca. 1896), a zinc 
casting, repaired and restored by Kreilick Conservation 
in Oreland Pa, was damaged when it blew from the 
roof of the gazebo, shattering it into several pieces. 
Reconstruction of the eagle included building an 
internal armature, restoring the eagle, and painting 
the zinc with a primer and surface coating in an “off-
white” color matching the paint samples harvested 
from the original surface. The eagle is now back at its 
original home on top of the gazebo, located within the 
Mattison Estates in Ambler, Pennsylvania. The historic 
elements of the property are protected by a 
conservation easement administered by The 
Preservation Alliance. The gazebo’s masonry was 
repaired by Mara, along with the replacement and 
painting of wood shingles completed by Fairmount 
Park Conservancy. This was true cooperation amongst 
the team to preserve such an awesome treasure. ❖ 

Friends of Mattison 

Continued from previous page (purple) 

Proclamation of the day by the various states 
led Representative J. Thomas Heflin of Alabama 
and Senator Morris Sheppard of Texas to 
present a joint resolution to Congress that 
Mother’s Day be observed nationwide. The 
resolution was passed by both houses.  

In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson signed a 
bill designating the second Sunday in May as a 
legal holiday to be called “Mother’s Day”—
dedicated “to the best mother in the world, 
your mother.” For the first few years, the day 
was observed as a legal holiday, but in absolute 
simplicity and reverence — church services 
were held in honor of all mothers, living and 
dead. 

According to many sources, Ann simply 
wanted to honor her mother and the work she 
had done and claimed that her mother was the 
originator of the real Mother’s Day. She was 
dismayed to see Mother’s Day become more 
commercialized with the sending of cards and 
gifts and used as a way to promote other 
causes. Sadly, Anna spent the final years of her 
life trying to abolish the very holiday that she 
had helped to establish! 

MOTHER’S DAY TODAY 
Mother’s Day endures and evolves. Just as 

Mother’s Day was the creation of multiple 
women, the modern Mother’s Day celebrates 
the varied roles of mothers today. We 
commemorate the many ways mothers have 
fought to better the lives of their children, from 
social welfare to non-violence. We also honor 
the way mothers have raised and nurtured their 
children with love and courage. ❖  

By Catherine Boeckmann and Heidi Stonehill 
May 7, 2021  

SOURCE: 
The 1972 Old Farmer's Almanac 
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SOCIETY IMPORTANT INFO 

MYLES PETTENGILL, PRESIDENT 

215.783.6912 PETTENGILLMYLES@GMAIL.COM  

VICE PRESIDENT, JOAN AMEY 

215.646.0858 JOANAMEY@AOL.COM  

JIM ADAMS, RECORDING SECRETARY 

215.628.3023 ADAMS401@VERIZON.NET  

GWEN MEYER, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

215.885.3324 

ROBIN COSTA, TREASURER 

215.283.7176 ROBINC1209@GMAIL.COM  

TRUSTEE, H. ROY THOMPSON  

215.517.8149 HROY15@AOL.COM  

TRUSTEE, DOMINIC COSTA 

215.283.7176 ORELAND416@GMAIL.COM   

TRUSTEE, RENEE WEBB 

215.643.4169 RENEEWEBB999@GMAIL.COM  

TRUSTEE, ROLAND WEBB 

267.825.6360 BIKERROL70@GMAIL.COM 

TRUSTEE/CURATOR, MARIANNE MATT  

267.439.5872 MYSTYKATSINGER@COMCAST.NET  

EMERITUS TRUSTEE, JOHN KAFES 

215.836.5014 JKAFES517@COMCAST.NET  

LIBRARIAN, OPEN 

RENEE WEBB, NEWSLETTER 

215.643.4169 RENEEWEBB999@GMAIL.COM  

Editor’s Note: If you have anything to contribute or 
know of an event that would interest our members, 
please email.  

Renee Webb  ReneeWebb999@gmail.com   

 
Cleaning Services 

 Free Estimates 

215.288.4336 
Locally Owned and 

Independent since 1995 
Lateef Polk, President 

www.FantasyCleaningService.com 

17FantasyCleaning@gmail.com 

The Historical Society of Fort Washington is a non-profit 
educational institution. Clifton House, headquarters for the 
Society, leased from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.  The 
Premises, situated within Montgomery County’s Fort 
Washington State Park, which is under the auspices of the 

Bureau of State Parks. ❖ 

 

 

 

Peter “Skip” Urban, 
Supervisor 

Skip@UrbanFuneralHome.co
m 

1111 South Bethlehem Pike 
Ambler, PA 19002-5803 

(215) 646-8556 
(215).646.5671 Fax 

 
 

 

CANOES & KAYAKS 
NATURE’S WAY 

Rte. 563 & 412  
Lake Nockamixon Bucks County 
Mountainview Plaza 
2540 Mountainview Drive 
Ottsville, PA 18942  

Bill Amey, Owner 

215.536.8964                                   www.naturecanoe.com 
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