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Tuesday March 20; 7.30 pm 

Printing in America 

Presented by Howard Carson 

 

Our presentation this month will be on the impact of 
printers and printing before and during the Revolutionary 
War. From Stephen Daye, first printer in Massachusetts, to 
John Dunlop, Philadelphia printer of the Declaration of 
Independence, to Mary Katherine Goddard, whose 
Baltimore print shop helped spread the news, printers 
played an important part in the growth of the colonies and 
the formation of the new United States. From the first press 
brought to Massachusetts in 1638 to the role of colonial 
printers during the fight for independence, the contribution 
of printing will be examined. 

The presenter, Howard Carson, is an information systems 
analyst formerly employed in the aerospace industry. He 
began his career as an apprentice typographer at 14, and 
became interested in computers when the printing industry 
was automated in the 1960s. He has worked on Internet 
and web-based development for the past 25 years, and now 
teaches and consults on organizational website planning. 
Howard serves on the Advisory Board of US Server Net 
Cooperative, a member-owned web-services company 
based in Willow Grove, PA. 

The program is open to the public and, after the 
presentation, light refreshments will be served in the  
E. Hamilton Parke Memorial Research Library, which houses 
over 3,500 reference sources on local history, genealogy 
and American history and a good number of family 
histories. 
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Victorian Tea 
Sunday April 15, 2018 

$30 Advance 
Contact - Renee Webb 

215.643.4169 
ReneeSpectorWebb@gmail.com  

The Sophisticated Strings of  
Upper Dublin High School  

will be accompanying the festivities  

Hurry, don’t procrastinate – 
we are almost sold out to capacity!  

Victorian Tea 
Donations Needed 

The Victorian Tea is the Society’s largest annual 
fundraiser. 

Please consider donating towards the Tea raffle 
baskets with bottles of wine, tins of cookies/cakes, or 
anything that will be a draw to include in a basket and 

entice our guests to purchase raffle tickets. 
Please bring to March 20 meeting or  

call Renee Webb 215.643.4169 
Also needed are Tea sandwiches or finger desserts 
Call Joan Amey for information 215.646.0858  

Help Wanted 

 

Jim Magaziner 
610.505.234 

JTim826@gmail.com 

Do you have a green thumb and love to garden? 
Chairman needed to oversee some help with the 

landscaping around Clifton House.  

https://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety
https://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety
http://www.fortwashingtonhistory.org/
http://www.fortwashingtonhistory.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety
mailto:ReneeSpectorWebb@gmail.com
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Thanks to everyone who 

participated in providing 

refreshments for our monthly 

meetings this past year.  All did an 

outstanding job!     Joan Amey   

 
Renee Webb 

doggiemater@gmail.com 

Follow Up Society China Acquisition  

 

Robin Costa found the 
following as reported 
in the May 20, 1936 

minutes of  

The Historical Society 
of Fort Washington. 

“The china tea set was purchased for $15.64. It 
consisted of 4 dozen cups and saucers, tea pot, sugar 
and creamer.”  

$15.65 in 1936 had the same purchasing power as 
$279.57 in 2018!  

 

Renee Webb 
doggiemater@gmail.com 

History of Birth Stones 

 
The names used in history may not relate to the 

stone we think of with that name today. For example, a 
sapphire in the Bible was probably what we know 
today as lapis. Diamonds were probably a white 
sapphire or white topaz. The stones originally assigned 
to each month related to the stones appearing on the 
breastplate of a Jewish high priest. 

The wearing of birthstones is thought to bring good 
luck and good health. Astrologers long ago attributed 
supernatural powers to certain gemstones. 

The January birthstone, garnet, is thought to keep 
the wearer safe during travel. 

The February birthstone, amethyst, is said to 
strengthen relationships and give its wearer courage. 
At one time, only royalty could wear the gem. Ancient 
Greeks thought that the amethyst guarded against 
intoxication. In fact, amethyst comes from amethystos, 
a Greek word meaning “sober.”  

The March birthstone, aquamarine, was thought to 
cure heart, liver, and stomach diseases—all one had to 
do, was to drink the water in which the gem had been 
soaking. Early sailors believed that aquamarine 
talismans, etched with the likeness of the sea god 
Neptune, protected them against ocean dangers. 

The April birthstone, diamond, in addition to being a 
 

Continued next column 

Continued from previous column 
 

symbol of everlasting love, was once thought to 
bring courage. In Sanskrit, the diamond is called 
“vajra,” which also means lightning; in Hindu 
mythology, vajra was the weapon of Indra, the 
king of gods. 

The May birthstone, emerald, was one of 
Cleopatra’s favorite gems. It has long been 
associated with fertility, rebirth, and love. 
Ancient Romans went so far as to dedicate this 
stone to Venus, the goddess of love and beauty. 
Today, it is thought that emeralds signify 
wisdom, growth, and patience. 

The June birthstone, pearl, has long been a 
symbol of purity. The ancient Greeks believed 
that pearls were the hardened tears of joy from 
Aphrodite, the goddess of love.  

The July birthstone, ruby, was regarded by 
ancient Hindus as the “king of gems.” It was 
believed to protect its wearer from evil. Today, 
the ruby’s deep-red color signifies love and 
passion. 

The August birthstone, peridot, symbolizes 
strength. It is sometimes called the evening 
emerald for its light green color. It was once 
believed that the green peridot crystals found in 
volcanic ashes were the tears of the volcano 
goddess, Pele. When set in gold, this gem was 
said to protect the wearer from nightmares. 

The September birthstone, sapphire, was once 
thought to guard against evil and poisoning. It 
was believed that a venomous snake would die if 
placed in a vessel made of sapphire. Traditionally 
a favorite stone of priests and kings, the sapphire 
symbolizes purity and wisdom. 

The October birthstone, opal, symbolizes 
faithfulness and confidence. The word comes 
from the Latin opalus, meaning “precious jewel.” 
Necklaces with opals set in them were worn to 
repel evil and to protect eyesight. 

The November birthstone, topaz, symbolizes 
love and affection. It is believed to give the 
wearer increased strength and intellect. 

The December birthstone, turquoise, is 
regarded as a love charm. It is also a symbol of 
good fortune and success, and it is believed to 
relax the mind and to protect its wearer from 
harm. Turquoise rings, in particular, are thought 
to keep away evil spirits. 

https://www.almanac.com/  

https://www.almanac.com/content/january-birthstone-color-and-meaning
https://www.almanac.com/
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Click button for Membership, 
Donations, and/or Events  

The Historical Society is a 501(c) (3) and 
your membership and/or any donations 

to the Society are tax deductible.  

Editor’s Note: If you have anything to contribute or know 
of an event that would interest our members, please 
email  

Renee Webb  DoggieMater@gmail.com   

SOCIETY IMPORTANT INFO 

JIM MAGAZINER, PRESIDENT 

610.505.2347 JTIM826@GMAIL.COM  

VICE PRESIDENT, JOAN AMEY 

215.646.0858 JOANAMEY@AOL.COM  

JIM ADAMS, RECORDING SECRETARY 

215.628.3023 ADAMS401@VERIZON.NET  

GWEN MEYER, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

215.885.3324 

ROBIN COSTA, TREASURER 

215.283.7176 ROBINC1209@GMAIL.COM   

TRUSTEE, ROCKY PISTILI  

215.572.5330 CRPISTILLI@COMCAST.NET  

TRUSTEE, H. ROY THOMPSON  

215.517.8149 HROY15@AOL.COM  

TRUSTEE, JIM BOWE  

610.945.5117 JBOWE1969@GMAIL.COM  

TRUSTEE, DOMINIC COSTA 

215.283.7176 DCOSTA416@COMCAST.NET   

TRUSTEE, JOHN KAFES 

215.836.5014 JKAFES517@COMCAST.NET  

BUCK AMEY, LIBRARIAN 

215.646.0858 BUCK0858@AOL.COM  

JIM MAGAZINER, PRESERVATION 

610.505.2347 JTIM826@GMAIL.COM  

RENEE WEBB, NEWSLETTER 

215.643.4169 DOGGIEMATER@GMAIL.COM  

MUSEUM TOURS –  

JOAN AMEY 215.646.0858   

BARBARA SCHAUBEL 215.872.1750   

SOCIETY MEETS 3RD TUESDAY OF MONTH;  

7.30 PM 

SEPTEMBER–NOVEMBER & JANUARY–MAY 

TWO ANNUAL EVENTS FOR MEMBERS & THEIR GUESTS 

JUNE PICNIC & DECEMBER WASSAIL OPEN HOUSE 

THE HAMILTON PARKE MEMORIAL  

RESEARCH LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 

OPEN WEDNESDAYS; 2 – 4 PM 

SEPTEMBER – JUNE; WEATHER PERMITTING 

AND BY APPOINTMENT  

DOGGIEMATER@GMAIL.COMDOGGIEMAT

ER@GMAIL.COM 

The Historical Society of Fort Washington is a non-profit 
educational institution. Clifton House, headquarters for the 
Society, leased from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.  The 
Premises, situated within Montgomery County’s Fort 
Washington State Park, which is under the auspices of the 

Bureau of State Parks.  

Society Calendar 
PHILADELPHIA FINDING THE HIDDEN CITY 

UPPER DUBLIN TWP. LIBRARY 
WWW.UPPERDUBLINLIBRARY.ORG 
THURSDAY APRIL 15; 7.00 PM 

SOCIETY VICTORIAN TEA FUND-RAISER 
SUNDAY APRIL 15; 1.00 PM;  
TICKETS $30 ADVANCE 

RENEE WEBB 215.643.4169 

ALONG BETHLEHEM PIKE 

SOCIETY MONTHLY MEETING 
TUESDAY APRIL 17; 7.30 PM 
PRESENTED BY BUCK AMEY AND ROBIN COSTA 

THE HISTORY OF PUBLIC RADIO 

SOCIETY MONTHLY MEETING 
TUESDAY MAY 15; 7.30 PM 
PRESENTED BY WILLIAM SIEMERING 

SOCIETY PICNIC 

SOCIETY MEMBERS & THEIR GUESTS 
TUESDAY JUNE 19; 5.30 PM; DINNER 6.30 PM 

RAIN OR SHINE  

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=52LTNCXZREK4Y
mailto:DoggieMater@gmail.com
mailto:JTim826@gmail.com
mailto:JoanAmey@aol.com
mailto:Adams401@verizon.net
mailto:RobinC1209@gmail.com
mailto:crpistilli@comcast.net
mailto:HRoy15@aol.com
mailto:JBowe1969@gmail.com
mailto:DCosta416@comcast.net
mailto:JKafes517@comcast.net
mailto:Buck0858@aol.com
mailto:JTim826@gmail.com
mailto:DoggieMater@gmail.com
mailto:DoggieMater@gmail.com
mailto:DoggieMater@gmail.com
mailto:DoggieMater@gmail.com
http://www.upperdublinlibrary.org/
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We encourage our members and friends of the Historical Society of Fort Washington to help 
Clifton House projects through their tax-deductible generous donations. Through individual 

and corporate funding, we hope to complete more projects needed.  Thank you for your help 
in keeping Clifton House safe and enduring. 

Please Patronize our Corporate Sponsors 

 

CANOES & KAYAKS 

NATURE’S WAY 

Rte. 563 & 412  

Lake Nockamixon Bucks County 

Mountainview Plaza 

2540 Mountainview Drive 

Ottsville, PA 18942  

Bill Amey, Owner 

215.536.8964                                        

 

www.naturecanoe.com 

215.536.8964                                       

www.NatureCanoe.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Jane Douglass, ABR, CNE, Realtor® 
Vintage & Classic Properties Specialist 

National Relocation Services 
www.vintagehomespa.com 

 

721 Skippack Pike, Ste. 1;Blue Bell, PA 19422 

Direct Line 215.619.0513 
Cell 215.850.2120 
Douglass43@aol.com    

 

 

 

 

 

NotNewDecor.com 
__________________ 

HOME STAGING 

Rearrange, Declutter, Organize 

__________________ 

Cheryl Settember, Interior Designer 

215-836-1619 

notnewdecor@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Peter “Skip” Urban, 

Supervisor 
Skip@UrbanFuneralHome.com 

 
 
 

1111 South Bethlehem Pike 
Ambler, PA 19002-5803 

(215) 646-8556 
(215).646.5671 Fax 

 

 

James Magaziner, MBA 
Fort Hill Financial, LLC 

   

 

610-505-2347 
www.forthillfinancial.com 

 
 

   

Proud to be a Corporate Sponsor of  
The Historical Society of Fort Washington. 

Let’s discuss any of the following over coffee: 

   

 Financial Planning 

 Retirement Planning 

 Investments 

 Life Insurance 

 Long Term Care Solutions 

   

Securities and Financial Planning offered through LPL Financial,  
a registered investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC 

 

mailto:Douglass43@aol.com
javascript:void(0)
http://www.forthillfinancial.com/

