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Membership Dues 

Robin Costa 
215.283.7176 
RobinC1209@gmail.com 

 
Membership renewal form is on page 4. If you are 

able, consider an additional donation towards some 
building capital improvements i.e. First Floor 
Bathroom, Clifton House maintenance, etc. 

Thank you for your continued support of the 
Historical Society of Fort Washington. The Historical 
Society is a 501(c) (3) and your membership and/or 
any donations to the Society are tax deductible. ❖ 

THE BOARD OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF FORT 

WASHINGTON IS HOPING ALL OF YOU AND YOUR 

FAMILIES ARE WELL.  

PLEASE STAY SAFE AND STAY WELL!  

CLIFTON HOUSE IS CLOSED  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Speaker Programs 

 

Robin Costa 
215.283.7176 

RobinC1209@gmail.com 

Our monthly speaker programs are a favorite feature 
of the Historical Society of Fort Washington's members 
and community members. We are unable to hold those 
meetings at present because of the need for social 
distancing due to the coronavirus.  

The Board would like to know whether there is 
interest in trying to have programs over Zoom or some 
other electronic meeting application. Would you 
attend an electronic presentation? Do you have 
experience using an application, either as an attendee 
or conducting a meeting? Do you think we should just 
wait until we can meet again?  

Please email Robin Costa robinc1209@gmail.com 
with your response to these questions; other 
suggestions are also welcome of course. ❖ 

FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety  
Please “LIKE US” & “SHARE” with your Facebook friends  

1918 Pandemic & Today Robin Costa, Contributor 

As I am staying close to home dealing with the 
restrictions for COVID-19, I got to wondering about 
the local effects of the Spanish Flu of 1918-19. I 
looked for information in the Ambler Gazettes from 
that time. In two October 1918 editions local deaths 
in various communities were reported and funeral 
restrictions were mentioned. There was also an 
article on how to use Vicks VapoRub in treating the 
flu and an ad recommending Cascara Quinine at the 
first sign of a cold. 

One writer suggested that people should be 
quarantined instead of closing schools and churches. 
There was a notice that the Needlework Guild was 
postponing its meeting. 

In October 1919 I found the names of many flu 
sufferers and an article, "Spanish Influenza and How 
it Should be Treated." 

It appears we have a lot in common with the last 
century's experience of a pandemic. ❖ 
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THE DISEASE THAT ALMOST FELLED  

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
Trump Isn’t The First President To Catch  

A Deadly Virus! 

 
October 2, 2020 stunning news about President 

Donald Trump contracting the coronavirus raised all 
sorts of questions about the pandemic, the impending 
election, the global economy, and national security. 
Could there be a worse time to fall prey to a 
potentially fatal illness? Yes. Just ask Abraham Lincoln, 
who fought smallpox in the middle of the Civil War.  

On the train back from giving his Gettysburg Address 
in November 1863, Lincoln started to feel the 
symptoms: a nasty headache, so bad he had to lie 
down. He was sick for a month at least, and while he 
was not on official quarantine, visitors were sparse in 
those weeks and actually banned during the worst of 
the disease in late November.  

There was a not-great vaccine for smallpox at the 
time, now famous as the only infectious disease that’s 
ever been completely eradicated from the earth, but 
it’s not clear Lincoln ever received it. Despite his 
struggles, the historical record indicates that Lincoln’s 
doctors assured him (and the nation, still at war) that 
his was a mild form of the disease known as varioloid, 
which killed far fewer people who contracted it. All 
staff and residents of the White House were 
vaccinated after the president’s diagnosis. He 
remained in good spirits, reportedly joking that at last 
he could satisfy all his White House visitors as he had 
“something he could give to everybody.” 

A 2007 ANALYSIS OF HIS SYMPTOMS CONCLUDED 
LINCOLN LIKELY HAD A SERIOUS CASE OF THE 

DISEASE. 
We can never know what might have happened if 

Lincoln had died in 1863, with the nation still split in 
two. The Battle of Gettysburg that July is now seen as 
the war’s turning point, but Lincoln had yet to even 
issue the Emancipation Proclamation when he fell ill. A 
2007 analysis of his symptoms in the Journal of 
Medical Biography concluded that Lincoln likely had a 
serious case of the disease — but by Dec. 14, 1863, he 
was his old self again.  

Lincoln’s African American valet, William Johnson, 
actually got the disease from the president: “There 

was a widespread smallpox epidemic in Washington 
at the time,” writes Glenna R. Schroeder-Lein in 
Lincoln and Medicine, “so both Lincoln and Johnson 
could have gotten the disease anywhere.” Johnson, 
who was also an employee of the Treasury 
Department, nursed Lincoln during his illness, 
contracted the disease and died in January 1864. 

Lincoln paid for Johnson’s coffin and paid off part 
of a $150 bank loan Johnson had taken out, 
arranging with the bank to forgive the other half. 
While there is some dispute as to where Johnson is 
actually buried, a headstone bearing his name and 
the word “Citizen” in Arlington Cemetery is widely 
thought to be his final resting place. Still, even if 
Lincoln could take the financial responsibility, he 
couldn’t take the blame for Johnson’s illness: “He did 
not catch it from me, however,” Lincoln told a 
reporter, when Johnson was so sick he couldn’t even 
sign his own name to draw his paycheck. “At least I 
think not.” ❖ 

OZY | A Modern Media Company 
Fiona Zublin, Senior Editor 

OCTOBER 3, 2020 

Legacy Marker Program Reaching out to 

teachers who may be interested in an outdoors 
service project during "virtual classroom" 
instructions across all disciplines.  
1. Formation of Committee and Partners to develop 

and oversee approximately a 10-year project, 
investigating, documenting and reporting on the 
history and findings of the 3 large Colonial 
Redoubts and surrounding grounds, located on 
American Legion Post 10 land. 

2. Incorporate maps and historical resources 
available about the people, times, and events of 
the times during the occupation of the hillside. 
This would include interviews and or previous 
recorded testimonials from historians 
complimenting the historical narratives of the 
time 

3. Establish and engage points of contact with area 
schools, department and curriculum heads to 
introduce the long term project and determine 
their interest in partnering in the project as they 
may; Art, Music, Photography, Science, Physics, 
Literature and Health Sciences area of studies 
would all find opportunities to contribute to and 
share their hands on and remote learning 
experiences. 
*** Funding- are various public and most 

importantly to note; private organizations and 
individuals who might decide to support the project, 

https://www.ozy.com/news-and-politics/donald-dossier-the-looming-vaccine-wars/372730/
https://www.ozy.com/true-and-stories/when-booth-saved-lincolns-life/41030/
https://www.ozy.com/true-and-stories/when-booth-saved-lincolns-life/41030/
https://www.ozy.com/true-and-stories/lincoln-trump-and-the-presidential-war-with-the-press/89368/
https://www.ozy.com/ozy-tribe/fiona-zublin/65656
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Editor’s Note: If you have anything to contribute or 
know of an event that would interest our members, 
please email  

Renee Webb  ReneeWebb999@gmail.com   

SOCIETY IMPORTANT INFO 

MYLES PETTENGILL, PRESIDENT 

215.783.6912 ARCHWAYMYLES@COMCAST.NET  

VICE PRESIDENT, JOAN AMEY 

215.646.0858 JOANAMEY@AOL.COM  

JIM ADAMS, RECORDING SECRETARY 

215.628.3023 ADAMS401@VERIZON.NET  

GWEN MEYER, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

215.885.3324 

ROBIN COSTA, TREASURER 

215.283.7176 ROBINC1209@GMAIL.COM  

TRUSTEE, H. ROY THOMPSON  

215.517.8149 HROY15@AOL.COM  

TRUSTEE, DOMINIC COSTA 

215.283.7176 ORELAND416@GMAIL.COM   

TRUSTEE, RENEE WEBB 

215.643.4169 RENEEWEBB999@GMAIL.COM  

TRUSTEE/CURATOR, MARIANNE MATT  

267.439.5872 MYSTYKATSINGER@COMCAST.NET  

EMERITUS TRUSTEE, JOHN KAFES 

215.836.5014 JKAFES517@COMCAST.NET  

LIBRARIAN, OPEN 

RENEE WEBB, NEWSLETTER 

215.643.4169 RENEEWEBB999@GMAIL.COM  

The Historical Society of Fort Washington is a non-
profit educational institution. Clifton House, 
headquarters for the Society, leased from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources.  The Premises, 
situated within Montgomery County’s Fort 
Washington State Park, which is under the auspices 

of the Bureau of State Parks. ❖ 

 

 

Peter “Skip” Urban, 
Supervisor 

Skip@UrbanFuneralHome.co
m 

1111 South Bethlehem Pike 
Ambler, PA 19002-5803 

(215) 646-8556 
(215).646.5671 Fax 

 
 

 

CANOES & KAYAKS 
NATURE’S WAY 

Rte. 563 & 412  
Lake Nockamixon Bucks County 
Mountainview Plaza 
2540 Mountainview Drive 
Ottsville, PA 18942  

Bill Amey, Owner 

215.536.8964                                   www.naturecanoe.com 

 
 

 

The Historical Society of Fort Washington is a non-profit 
educational institution. Clifton House, headquarters for 
the Society, leased from the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania’s Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources.  The Premises, situated within Montgomery 
County’s Fort Washington State Park, which is under the 

auspices of the Bureau of State Parks. ❖ 

based on the merits and inclusiveness of the project’s 
structure in engaging youth and adults and In turn 
providing documented reporting and identified 
receivables to project underwriters and supporters ❖ 

Eugene Hough, Legacy Marker Program 
Education Preservation Stewardship  

ehoughlegacymarker@gmail.com 
http://legacymarkerprogram.org/ 

 
Cleaning Services 

 Free Estimates 

215.288.4336 
Locally Owned and 

Independent since 1995 
Lateef Polk, President 

www.FantasyCleaningService.com 

17FantasyCleaning@gmail.com 
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www.FortWashingtonHistory.org  “Fort Washington Historical Society”  

Membership Form 
Your dues help the Society with the maintenance and the upkeep of Clifton House, its museum rooms and library; 
provide interesting entertaining programs. Two annual events are exclusive for members and their guests – the 
Society’s June Picnic and December Wassail Celebration. Members receive monthly newsletters which include historic 
anecdotes and news of our efforts in the community. 

Membership dues also provide funds to preserve, pursue, protect, and research local history. The time you give to an 
organization gives back to you immeasurably with a sense of community, friendship, and camaraderie.  Please consider 
volunteering at our events and to attend our monthly meetings. 

Help preserve the past for the future!  Join Today! 

 

Click button for Membership, Donations, and/or Events  
The Historical Society is a 501(c) (3) and your membership 

and/or any donations to the Society are tax deductible. 

By Check: return form and check payable to: The Historical Society of Fort Washington to 

473 South Bethlehem Pike, Fort Washington, PA  19034; Attn.: Treasurer. 

 PLEASE PRINT First Person Second Person 

Name   

Street Address  

City, State  Zip  

Home Telephone  

Cell   

EMAIL   

 ACTIVE Life 

Individual 25.00 300.00 

Couple 40.00 500.00 

Business Sponsor 100.00 

Additional Donation ________    

Amount enclosed ________ Check # _______ Date ____________ 

http://www.fortwashingtonhistory.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=52LTNCXZREK4Y

