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Tuesday April 17; 7.30 pm 

Mother Nature Rescheduled FEB Presentation! 

Printing in America 

Presented by Howard Carson 

 

Our presentation this month will be on the impact of 
printers and printing before and during the Revolutionary 
War. From Stephen Daye, first printer in Massachusetts, to 
John Dunlop, Philadelphia printer of the Declaration of 
Independence, to Mary Katherine Goddard, whose 
Baltimore print shop helped spread the news, printers 
played an important part in the growth of the colonies and 
the formation of the new United States. From the first press 
brought to Massachusetts in 1638 to the role of colonial 
printers during the fight for independence, the contribution 
of printing will be examined. 

The presenter, Howard Carson, is an information systems 
analyst formerly employed in the aerospace industry. He 
began his career as an apprentice typographer at 14, and 
became interested in computers when the printing industry 
was automated in the 1960s. He has worked on Internet 
and web-based development for the past 25 years, and now 
teaches and consults on organizational website planning. 
Howard serves on the Advisory Board of US Server Net 
Cooperative, a member-owned web-services company 
based in Willow Grove, PA. 

The program is open to the public and, after the 
presentation, light refreshments will be served in the  
E. Hamilton Parke Memorial Research Library, which houses 
over 3,500 reference sources on local history, genealogy 
and American history and a good number of family 
histories. 
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Victorian Tea 
Sunday April 15, 2018 

$30 Advance 
Contact - Renee Webb 

215.643.4169 
ReneeSpectorWebb@gmail.com  

The Sophisticated Strings of  
Upper Dublin High School  

will be accompanying the festivities  

Clifton House Spring Cleanup 

 

Jim Magaziner 
610.505.234 

JTim826@gmail.com 

Saturday April 7, 2018 @ 10 am 
Was it actually a year ago that this fine group of hardworking 

folks chipped in to help with the Clifton House spruce-up? 
We had a good time.  

 
We are once again asking for volunteers to give an 
hour or two of their time to assist with the  
2018 Clifton House Garden Spruce-Up. The timing of 
this year's clean-up is designed to get Clifton House 
looking spiffy in time for the Victorian Tea Sunday, 
April 15th.  
Bring gloves and any garden tools that may help!  

https://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety
https://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety
http://www.fortwashingtonhistory.org/
http://www.fortwashingtonhistory.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonHistoricalSociety
mailto:ReneeSpectorWebb@gmail.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=3LdFzF4z&id=C3C96025682EE1C648F967D31B9CC160FFF1C316&thid=OIP.3LdFzF4zFqjXgBaXXYpJBAHaF0&mediaurl=http://www.picgifs.com/clip-art/activities/gardening/clip-art-gardening-429217.jpg&exph=385&expw=490&q=gardening+clipart&simid=608006155437410373&selectedIndex=129
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Thanks to everyone who 

participated in providing 

refreshments for our monthly 

meetings this past year.  All did an 

outstanding job!     Joan Amey   

 

Buck Amey, contributor 
Buck0858@aol.com 

Marie Curie – Notable Woman in History 

 
Marie Curie, in Paris in 1925, was awarded a then-

unprecedented second Nobel Prize. (AFP / Getty Images) 

Amid blatant sexism and regular denigration of her 
contributions to science, Marie Curie made history in 
her discovery of not one, but two elements, polonium 
and radium. She was also the first woman to be 
awarded the Nobel Prize, and remains the only woman 
in history to hold two Nobel Prizes.   

Marie Curie was born in Warsaw, Russian Federation 
(now Poland) on November 7, 1867, the youngest of 
five siblings. Her parents were both educators who 
believed strongly in the education of their daughters 
as well as their son. Though Marie was a top student at 
her secondary school, women were not permitted to 
attend university. So she and her like-minded sister, 
Bronia, moved to France where they could pursue 
their studies. Marie enrolled at the prestigious 
Sorbonne in Paris, where she subsisted primarily on 
buttered bread and tea, in order to afford her rent and 
tuition. Curie graduated with a degree in Physics in 
1893, and another in Mathematics the following year.  

Around the time of her graduation, Marie received a 
commission to do a study on different types of steel 
and their magnetic properties. Needing a lab in which 
to work, she was introduced to her future husband, 
Pierre Curie, who also had some space in his lab for 
Marie to work. The pair went on to make scientific 
history with the discovery of the radioactive element 
polonium, named after Marie’s homeland of Poland, in 
1898. Five years later, in 1903, she and her husband 
were jointly awarded the Nobel Prize in physics, along 
with French physicist Henri Becquerel, for their work 
on radioactivity.   

Tragedy struck in 1906, when Pierre was killed in a 
carriage accident. Though naturally devastated by his 
sudden death, Curie did not want his work or efforts 
wasted, thus she assumed his position at the  

Continued next column 

Continued from previous column 

Sorbonne, becoming its first female professor.  
Hundreds of people including students, artists, 

photographers and celebrities lined up hoping to 
attend her first lecture. Though she had already made 
remarkable contributions to science, she still was not 
seen as an equal by her male counterparts. Continuing 
her work with dogged determination, Curie went on to 
win the Nobel Prize again in 1911 for chemistry, this 
time entirely of her own accord. Rumors of an affair 
had spread earlier in the year, which marred her 
reputation and sought to undermine her work, 
however winning the prestigious award for a second 
time served to dispel some of the more sexist notions 
against the female scientist. 

 

With the arrival of World 
War I, Curie headed to the 
frontlines armed with x-ray 
equipment to locate 
fractures, bullets, and 
shrapnel in wounded men. 
The International Red 
Cross lauded her efforts 

and made her head of its Radiological Service. In this 
position she held training courses for medical orderlies 
and doctors in her new techniques. After the war, 
Curie returned to her pursuit of better understanding 
radium. She travelled twice to the United States, in 
1921 and in 1929, where she raised funds to procure 
radium for the purpose of establishing a radium 
research institute in Warsaw.  

Unfortunately, the long years of radiation exposure 
took their toll on Marie, and she died in July of 1934. In 
1995, both Marie and her husband were reburied at 
the Panthéon in Paris, where many of France’s greatest 
minds are interred. Her contributions to science, even 
in the face of blatant sexism, cannot be discounted. A 
true scientist and remarkable pioneer, Marie Curie has 
well-earned recognition as a notable woman in 
history.

Julie Des Jardins, of Baruch College, wrote  
The Madame Curie Complex:  

The Hidden History of Women in Science 
Excerpt from: 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/madame-curies-

passion   

mailto:Buck0858@aol.com
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/madame-curies-passion-74183598/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/madame-curies-passion
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/madame-curies-passion
https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/who/our-history/marie-curie-the-scientist
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Click button for Membership, 
Donations, and/or Events  

The Historical Society is a 501(c) (3) and your 
membership and/or any donations to the 

Society are tax deductible.  

Editor’s Note: If you have anything to contribute or know 
of an event that would interest our members, please 
email  

Renee Webb  DoggieMater@gmail.com   

SOCIETY IMPORTANT INFO 

JIM MAGAZINER, PRESIDENT 

610.505.2347 JTIM826@GMAIL.COM  

VICE PRESIDENT, JOAN AMEY 

215.646.0858 JOANAMEY@AOL.COM  

JIM ADAMS, RECORDING SECRETARY 

215.628.3023 ADAMS401@VERIZON.NET  

GWEN MEYER, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

215.885.3324 

ROBIN COSTA, TREASURER 

215.283.7176 ROBINC1209@GMAIL.COM   

TRUSTEE, ROCKY PISTILI  

215.572.5330 CRPISTILLI@COMCAST.NET  

TRUSTEE, H. ROY THOMPSON  

215.517.8149 HROY15@AOL.COM  

TRUSTEE, JIM BOWE  

610.945.5117 JBOWE1969@GMAIL.COM  

TRUSTEE, DOMINIC COSTA 

215.283.7176 DCOSTA416@COMCAST.NET   

TRUSTEE, JOHN KAFES 

215.836.5014 JKAFES517@COMCAST.NET  

BUCK AMEY, LIBRARIAN 

215.646.0858 BUCK0858@AOL.COM  

JIM MAGAZINER, PRESERVATION 

610.505.2347 JTIM826@GMAIL.COM  

RENEE WEBB, NEWSLETTER 

215.643.4169 DOGGIEMATER@GMAIL.COM  

MUSEUM TOURS –  

JOAN AMEY 215.646.0858   

BARBARA SCHAUBEL 215.872.1750   

SOCIETY MEETS 3RD TUESDAY OF MONTH;  

7.30 PM 

SEPTEMBER–NOVEMBER & JANUARY–MAY 

TWO ANNUAL EVENTS FOR MEMBERS & THEIR GUESTS 

JUNE PICNIC & DECEMBER WASSAIL OPEN HOUSE 

THE HAMILTON PARKE MEMORIAL  

RESEARCH LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 

OPEN WEDNESDAYS; 2 – 4 PM 

SEPTEMBER – JUNE; WEATHER PERMITTING 

AND BY APPOINTMENT  

DOGGIEMATER@GMAIL.COMDOGGIEMAT

ER@GMAIL.COM 

The Historical Society of Fort Washington is a non-profit 
educational institution. Clifton House, headquarters for the 
Society, leased from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.  The 
Premises, situated within Montgomery County’s Fort 
Washington State Park, which is under the auspices of the 

Bureau of State Parks.  

Society Calendar 
THE HISTORY OF PUBLIC RADIO 

SOCIETY MONTHLY MEETING 
TUESDAY MAY 15; 7.30 PM 
PRESENTED BY WILLIAM SIEMERING 

SOCIETY PICNIC 

SOCIETY MEMBERS & THEIR GUESTS 
TUESDAY JUNE 19; 5.30 PM; DINNER 6.30 PM 

RAIN OR SHINE  

 
The Great Clifton House Cellar Flood 

Saturday March 3, the Clifton House cellar flooded with 2 ft water, 
after the sump-pump failed, due to an area wide power outage.  

 

Fortunately Trustees Jim Bowe and 
Rocky Pistilli responded early that 
day. Rocky purchased a gasoline 
powered water pump and pumped 
all the water out. He returned the 
next day to place fans in the cellar. 
Our Caretaker, Artur Bagdasaryan, 
provided a significant amount of 
help. Rocky's whole family also 
pitched in – Rocky’s wife Tina, 
Barbara Schaubel (Tina’s mom and 
active member) and Rocky’s sons, 
Rocco, Nico, and Luke were all there 
to help, as well. Many thanks to all 
who assisted!!!!  

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=52LTNCXZREK4Y
mailto:DoggieMater@gmail.com
mailto:JTim826@gmail.com
mailto:JoanAmey@aol.com
mailto:Adams401@verizon.net
mailto:RobinC1209@gmail.com
mailto:crpistilli@comcast.net
mailto:HRoy15@aol.com
mailto:JBowe1969@gmail.com
mailto:DCosta416@comcast.net
mailto:JKafes517@comcast.net
mailto:Buck0858@aol.com
mailto:JTim826@gmail.com
mailto:DoggieMater@gmail.com
mailto:DoggieMater@gmail.com
mailto:DoggieMater@gmail.com
mailto:DoggieMater@gmail.com
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We encourage our members and friends of the Historical Society of Fort Washington to help 
Clifton House projects through their tax-deductible generous donations. Through individual 

and corporate funding, we hope to complete more projects needed.  Thank you for your help 
in keeping Clifton House safe and enduring. 

Please Patronize our Corporate Sponsors 

 

CANOES & KAYAKS 

NATURE’S WAY 

Rte. 563 & 412  

Lake Nockamixon Bucks County 

Mountainview Plaza 

2540 Mountainview Drive 

Ottsville, PA 18942  

Bill Amey, Owner 

215.536.8964                                        

 

www.naturecanoe.com 

215.536.8964                                       

www.NatureCanoe.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Jane Douglass, ABR, CNE, Realtor® 
Vintage & Classic Properties Specialist 

National Relocation Services 
www.vintagehomespa.com 

 

721 Skippack Pike, Ste. 1;Blue Bell, PA 19422 

Direct Line 215.619.0513 
Cell 215.850.2120 
Douglass43@aol.com    

 

 

 

 

 

NotNewDecor.com 
__________________ 

HOME STAGING 

Rearrange, Declutter, Organize 

__________________ 

Cheryl Settember, Interior Designer 

215-836-1619 

notnewdecor@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Peter “Skip” Urban, 

Supervisor 
Skip@UrbanFuneralHome.com 

 
 
 

1111 South Bethlehem Pike 
Ambler, PA 19002-5803 

(215) 646-8556 
(215).646.5671 Fax 

 

 

James Magaziner, MBA 
Fort Hill Financial, LLC 

   

 

610-505-2347 
www.forthillfinancial.com 

 
 

   

Proud to be a Corporate Sponsor of  
The Historical Society of Fort Washington. 

Let’s discuss any of the following over coffee: 

   

 Financial Planning 

 Retirement Planning 

 Investments 

 Life Insurance 

 Long Term Care Solutions 

   

Securities and Financial Planning offered through LPL Financial,  
a registered investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC 

 

mailto:Douglass43@aol.com
javascript:void(0)
http://www.forthillfinancial.com/

